Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.091; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.4.
The title compound, C 12 H 13 NO 3 , was prepared by reacting one equivalent of di-tert-butyl dicarbonate with 4-cyanophenol. Herringbone crystal packing is observed and there are no significant intermolecular interactions. The two-dimensional herring-bone type packing along the b and c axis observed has two molecules oriented in opposite directions in each turn. Such an arrangement is similar to that described by Girard et al. (2005) and Nagata et al. (2008) for related organics.
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Experimental
Di-tert-butyl dicarbonate (279 mg, 1.28 mmol) was added to 4-cyano phenol in 5 ml of dichloromethane. 4-Dimethylamino pyridine (5.20 mg, 0.043 mmol) as a catalyst and triethylamine (0.263 ml, 1.87 mmol) as a base were also added. The solution was stirred at room temperature for six hours.
The reaction was then worked-up using 20 ml of H 2 O and 10 ml of 2M HCl which was repeated. The solution was then dried over MgSO 4 after which the solvent was reduced. The resultant white solid was then dried thoroughly under vacuum.
Refinement
Structure solution and refinement were performed using the SHELX97 suite of programs (Sheldrick, 2008) . The H atoms were placed in calculated positions, using and refined using a riding model, with C-H bond lengths fixed to 0.93 (aromatic CH) or 0.96 Å (methyl CH 3 ). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound showing the 50% probability ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
